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SUBJ: ARMY DAY HONORED AT PRE-CULTURAL REVOLUTION LEVEL 

1. POR THE FIRST TIME SINCE 1965, ARMY DAY HAS APPARENTLY 
PASSED IN THE PRC WITHOUT A MAJOR REGIME EDITORIAL, AND THE 
TRADITIONAL RECEPTION MARKING THE EVENT WAS ALSO IMITATIVE OP THE 
MORE MODEST PANFARE GIVEN TO THE ANNIVERSARY IN THAT EARLIER 
PERIOD. THE POUR TOP-RANKING REGIME FIGURES WHO ATTENDED LAST 
YEAR'S GATHERING, TUNG PI-WU, CHU TEH, CHOU EN-LAI, AND CHINAG 
CHING, SKIPPED THE APE AIR THIS YEAR. MOST STRICKING, CHOU WENT 

OUT OP TOWN ON THE EVE OP THE EVENT TO TOUR IN LIAONING PROVINCE 
WITH A VISITING AFRICAN LEADER. 

2. THE SURPACE IMPRESSION, THUS, IS THAT THE PLA'S POLITICAL 
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IMAGE HAS BEEN DEPLATED BACK TO ITS PRE-CULTURAL REVOLUTION 
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LEVEL, AND THERE IS LESS SENSITIVITY OVER THIS NOW THAN THERE 
WAS LAST YEAR. UT MAY BE SIGNIFICANT, HOWEVER, THAT CHOU SPENT 
THE ANNIVERSARY WITH MANCHURIA'S MILITARY BOSS AND POLITBURO 
MEMBER CHEN HSI-LIEN, WHO SEEMS CHOLERIC AT PRESENT OVER THE 
DRIFT OF REGIME POLICY (WR 30,31). IN ANY EVENT, THE SPOTLIGHT 
ON CHEN IS A REMINDER OF THE STILL VERY CONSEQUENTIAL POSITION 
MILITARY FIGURES OCCUPY IN THE REGIONS AND PROVINCES. 

DEAN 



CONFIDENTIAL 
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